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Scope of Presentation

Learning from Union Catalogues Overseas ï

3 Case Studies

Developing a Virtual Union Catalogue System ð

Singaporeõs Experience

Overview of the VUC Project

Highlights of Phases 1 ð3

Plans and Future Developments
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What is a VUC?

ÅDistributed catalogue, not maintained in a single 

location or centralised catalogue

ÅThrough the Z39.50 protocol*, information can be 

searched and retrieved from the catalogues of 

participating/ member libraries

ÅWith the VUC ïa single unified service in terms of 

a single point of access 

*Z39.50 is a client-server protocol for searching and 

retrieving information from remote computer databases
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Looking at union catalogues 

overseas

1. Australia: Libraries Australia 

2.The US: OCLC

3. Denmark: DanBib
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Libraries Australia

A subscription-based resource sharing service for 

Australian libraries and their users hosted by NLA
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Powered by the Australian National Bibliographic 

Database (ANBD)

more than 40m items held in over 800 Australian 

libraries (academic, research, national, state, public and 

special)

provides access to more than one million digital images 

from Picture Australia

used for reference, collection development, cataloguing 

and interlibrary lending

2 versions of the Libraries Australia Search Service:

- Free Service for individuals

- Subscription Service for libraries and their clients, or for    

individuals who choose to subscribe. 

Libraries Australia
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Libraries Australia Free Service

a simple search interface linking to resources in Australian Library 

Collections, and the digital collections represented in Picture

Australia.

Users can:

search for items in 

Australian Library Collections (Australian National 
Bibliographic Database) (ANBD) & Picture Australia

limit searches to specific categories of material ïeg 
Australian publications, government publications, particular 
types of material (books, pictures etc) or formats (online, large 
print etc) 

find which libraries have an item in their collections 

order or purchase material from the National Libraryôs 
CopiesDirect service, or from online bookshops 

use records from the service for bibliographic citations.

file:///C:/DOCUME~1/nlslmc1/DOCUME~1/nlssll/DOCUME~1/nlssha1/Documents and Settings/nlssha1/Local Settings/Temp/notes2DCE84/databases.html
file:///C:/DOCUME~1/nlslmc1/DOCUME~1/nlssll/DOCUME~1/nlssha1/Documents and Settings/nlssha1/Local Settings/Temp/notes2DCE84/databases.html
file:///C:/DOCUME~1/nlslmc1/DOCUME~1/nlssll/DOCUME~1/nlssha1/Documents and Settings/nlssha1/Local Settings/Temp/notes2DCE84/databases.html
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Only registered users can access the

Subscription Service.

In addition, users can, amongst other things:

Save/download or order MARC records

Create or import bibliographic records (libraries only) 

Add, edit or delete holdings (libraries only) 

Set up personalised accounts

Define their ñOwnò library or group of libraries

Request loans or copies from other libraries via ILL

(libraries only) 

Libraries Australia Subscription Service
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ÅAustralian Library Collections (Australian National Bibliographic 

Database) (ANBD) 

ÅPicture Australia (Pictures from Australian Cultural Agencies) 

ÅAustralian Journal Articles (APAIS/APAFT) 

ÅAustralian Research Online (ARO) 

ÅBritish Library Catalogue

ÅCanada Institute for Scientific and Technical Information (CISTI) 

ÅConsortium of [British] University Research Libraries (CURL) 

OPAC (COPAC) 

ÅLibrary of Congress Catalogue

ÅSingapore National Union Catalogue (SNUC) 

ÅTe Puna Database

ÅOCLC WorldCat Database

ÅLibraries Australia Authorities

A

Registered Users - Access to the following 

databases
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Through the Libraries Australia Document Delivery - a web-based 

interlibrary loan and document delivery service - libraries can: 

- Search the Australian National Bibliographic Database to locate items; 

including Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Tamil, Arabic and Hebrew language 

items

- Search the Te Puna catalogue (National Bibliographic Database of NZ)

- Create an ILL or copy request 

(note: Libraries Australia does not have e-ILL)

- Manage the entire requesting/supply process

- Use the Libraries Australia Document Delivery Payments Service to 

manage payments and credits for interlibrary loans

- Order online from commercial suppliers

Libraries Australia: DDS/ ILL
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Full View of Selected Record
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OCLC (Online Computer Library Center)

Used by more than 71,000 libraries

OCLC and member libraries cooperatively produce and 

maintain OCLCôs Online Union Catalog ïWorldCat

WorldCat ïlarge-scale VUC ïsingle search platform - is 

freely available

Subscription-based service
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ILLiad (ILL & DDS)

The OCLC ILLiad Resource Sharing Management 

Software which automates routine ILL functions

Å Integrated interface to both Worldcat and OCLC ILL

A single Windows-based interface to ILL functions for library staff

Å Streamlined end user requesting via FirstSearch and other 

OpenURL Services

Å Electronic documents delivered to users' desktops

Å Library users can access & track requests from any browser

Å Send, receive and track requests on NLM's DOCLINE service 

Å ISO compliance allows peer-to-peer lending through ISO ILL
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